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STAMFORD URBAN TRANSITWAY 
Re-Evaluation of Environmental Assessment 

 
Content 
 
Section 1.0 Purpose, Need, and Description of Proposed Action in the Final 
Environmental Assessment and 4(f) Evaluation document dated January 2003 remains 
unchanged. The original Purpose, Need, and Description has been included for reference 
as the Re-Evaluation of the Environmental Assessment does not change the original 
purpose and need. 
 

• Purpose & Need  
 
The City of Stamford, Connecticut (Stamford) in cooperation with the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) is proposing to expand, through the Stamford Urban Transitway 
Project (hereafter, “the SUT” or “the Project”), the use of rail, bus, and non-motorized 
modes of transportation to decrease single occupant vehicle use for work trip 
commutation, improve the transportation mobility of low income households, and 
encourage redevelopment opportunities in the vicinity of the Stamford Intermodal 
Transportation Center (SITC).   
 
On a regional perspective, the SITC is the most heavily utilized mass transportation 
facility in the State of Connecticut.  Metro-North operates 190 daily trains that stop at the 
SITC.  Approximately 30 trains leave Stamford for New York City during the morning 
commuter peak period and 28 trains arrive from New York City into the SITC during the 
evening peak period.  Use of the train service is multifaceted with approximately 2,500 
riders using the service to commute from the Stamford area to New York City, and 1,500 
riders using the trains inbound to service manufacturing employment positions at 
industries located within Stamford during peak hours.  These inbound train riders connect 
to both bus and van service.  During peak hours three local bus routes, the “A”, “S”, and 
“H” lines serve businesses and residents in the eastern and southern section of Stamford.  
The Commuter Connection (CC) bus line provides access to employment centers located 
in the Central Business District (downtown area).  Overall, the SITC is the transfer point 
for 15 local bus routes by Connecticut Transit (CT-Transit). 
 
In addition to the public bus routes, a number of corporations located in eastern and 
southern Stamford operate private shuttle services from the SITC to their corporate 
offices.  Approximately 750 employees are transported by van from the SITC to 
corporate facilities such as Clairol Inc. and Pitney Bowes.  The Stamford Urban 
Transitway (SUT) will enhance bus and van access from the corporate centers to the train 
station at the SITC with use expected to increase.  Although all levels of employees use 
these services, the primary users of these connecting services are lower income 
employees in service and manufacturing employment positions. 
 
The SUT involves the development of a widened and more direct transitway between 
Elm and Atlantic Streets, which are major north-south arterials with important 
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connections to residential areas, downtown, and ramps serving Interstate 95 (I-95).  The 
SUT would provide a more efficient connection between these sources of transit/rail 
patrons and the SITC, the community’s railroad station for Metro North commuter rail 
and inter-city AMTRAK service.  The SITC also serves as a transfer point for 15 local 
bus routes operated by Connecticut Transit (CT-Transit).  At the Elm Street end of the 
SUT, a convenient connection to Exit 8 of I-95 and Stamford’s eastern and southern 
neighborhoods will be provided.  At the Atlantic Street end, the SUT would connect 
directly across Atlantic Street to Station Place, the entrance drive that provides access to 
the SITC and its adjacent park-and-ride garage. 
 
Features of the Project include: 
 
• 4-lane roadway for the full project length between Atlantic Street and Elm Street.  
• High Occupancy Vehicle bus priority lanes during peak hours of operation. 
• Turning lanes at intersections to accommodate traffic demands. 
• Seven (7) new traffic signals.  
• Bike lanes and sidewalks along the entire corridor. 
• Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) measures at the SITC and along the corridor. 
 
The transportation improvements that comprise the Project address the key accessibility 
problems associated with both the SITC operation and bus route service within the 
southern portion of Stamford.  Currently, the heavily utilized SITC is served by a system 
of local streets that are very narrow, circuitous, and difficult to navigate.  As a result, 
traffic congestion and vehicle operating safety deficiencies result at the gateway 
intersection locations serving the SITC.  The street system configuration also limits the 
efficiency of the bus service in this portion of Stamford. 
 
The SUT Project itself will consist of realignment of existing street segments, new 
roadway, and operational improvements (including sidewalks, landscaping and bike 
pathways) along a one-mile long facility corridor to provide direct access from the east to 
the SITC in addition to improved accessibility for local residents.  The eastern portion of 
the facility will follow existing roadway from Jefferson Street west to Elm Street.  The 
portion of the alignment extending from the SITC at Atlantic Street will traverse through 
existing residential and commercial properties (see Section 2.0, Alternatives to the 
Proposed Action).  In addition, modifications to public bus routes made possible by street 
alignment and traffic signal improvements, will improve the transportation mobility of 
the Project area households and bus-to-rail intermodal passengers.  Figures 1.0-1 and 1.0-
2 provide an overview of the Project area, including the SITC and the SUT alignment 
within Stamford. 
 
Level of Service (LOS) traffic flow and operational safety improvements at the 
intersection areas serving the SITC will benefit existing mass transportation users.  
Additionally, the improved accessibility made possible by the Project will induce 
additional ridership on both the rail and bus system.  For the average weekday period, a 
projected 1,168 new riders will utilize the SITC commuter rail service.  This daily 
ridership increase equates to an annual total of 292,000 new riders.  Based on an average 
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round trip of 90 miles from Stamford to New York City, the annual ridership increase 
results in a 26.3 million reduction in regional vehicle miles of travel (VMT). 
 
With improved street access to the SITC and connecting routes, bus ridership is expected 
to increase by an estimated 250 to 300 riders on an average weekday.  The construction 
of the proposed SUT, with High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes with bus priority 
signals, will enable buses to provide faster and more efficient access to the SITC from the 
Cove Road and Shippan Avenue neighborhoods.  The Cove Road neighborhood is also 
part of Stamford’s redevelopment plans.  The new SUT facility will eliminate the need 
for buses to travel north to North State Street or Tresser Boulevard by providing direct 
access through Elm Court to the SITC via Jefferson Street and the realigned Dock Street.  
Upon discharging the passengers at the SITC, buses along the “A” and “S” routes will 
turn north on Washington Boulevard and traverse Atlantic Street and Tresser Boulevard 
on route back to Shippan Avenue and Cove Road.  The improved bus route configuration 
will also facilitate use of the system. 
 

-3- 



Stamford Urban Transitway DRAFT 
Modification to Final Environmental Assessment 
 

• Preferred Alternative  
 

Replace Section 2.5 The Preferred Alternative, The Stamford Urban Transitway 
with the following: 
 

The SUT Build Alternative as proposed evolved from the above described segment 
alignment options (2.4.1 through 2.4.3).  The build alternative incorporates the alignment 
considerations discussed in Section 2.4, specifically the use of Jefferson Street and the 
limited right of way to the north up to the intersection with Elm Street, and the 
realignment and signalization of Cherry Street to accommodate 2-way traffic to and from 
Elm Street and the Connecticut Transit (CT Transit) bus facility located at the end of Elm 
Court.  The Project will have bicycle lanes and pedestrian sidewalks along the entire 
length of the SUT in addition to vehicle travel lanes.  A key objective is to improve 
mobility for neighborhood residents.  One of the travel lanes will be dedicated for the 
exclusive use of High Occupancy Vehicles (HOV) in each direction of travel for the 
entire length of the SUT. The HOV lane operation will be limited to morning and evening 
peak hours to start with, which will be extended for their exclusive use if and when such 
use is warranted.  Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) components will be integrated 
into the SUT.  The Information Transportation System will provide bus priority at all 
traffic signals along the route, real time information at variable message signs, and kiosks 
at bus stops and the SITC.  The Information Transportation System portion of the SUT 
will provide enhanced traffic management, and reduce congestion along the corridor.  
Variable message signs could also be utilized to guide motorists along the corridor to and 
from the SITC.  
 
The distance from the SITC to the outer boundary of the Transitway is approximately 1 
mile.  This will encourage bicycling from the Shippan and Cove areas of Stamford to the 
SITC.  Bicycle and parking facilities will be incorporated along the SUT, with both 
bicycle racks and bicycle lockers located at the SITC.  Also, Metro-North Railroad has a 
year round bicycle permit program that allows transit passengers to board the train with a 
bicycle. 
 
Sidewalks for pedestrians will be provided along the entire length of the SUT from Elm 
Street to Atlantic Street.  The primary pedestrian routes will be bordered by residential 
fronts, public places or commercial uses, and landscaped areas.  Tree species and planting 
techniques will be selected to create an attractive image for the SUT, provide an effective 
canopy, and a viable walking environment.  Safe pedestrian roadway crossings will be 
provided along the corridor, with features for pedestrians to activate traffic signals to 
cross the streets. 

 
Due to constraints between the East Branch and the railroad yard, a modification to the 
preferred alternative was made and eliminates 427 m (1400 feet) of sidewalk along the 
north side of the SUT between Canal Street and Cherry Street and maintain a 1.2 m (4-
foot) sidewalk along the entire south side of the SUT in these limits. At all other locations, 
a minimum of a 5-foot wide sidewalk will be provided.  In addition, a 5-foot wide bicycle 
lane along the travel lanes in both directions of travel will be provided. 
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During the design phase, a minor modification of the alignment was made to eliminate 
significant operational impacts resulting from construction within the Stamford Rail 
Maintenance Yard. This minor shift meets with the acceptance ConnDOT, and Metro-
North Railroad, and CT-Transit (Refer to Appendix A: Correspondence received from 
State of Connecticut Department of Transportation – ConnDOT, Appendix B: 
Correspondence received from Metro-North Railroad and Appendix C: Correspondence 
received from CT Transit). 
 
This alignment modification shifts the alignment of the sidewalk over the East Branch 
Canal to the South with no additional full take acquisitions. This alignment shift reduces 
the project impact by eliminating the need to re-construct 4 catenary towers which 
provide power to the railroad operations, eliminates the relocation of 2 NUSCO High 
Tension towers which supply power to the mainline of the New Haven Railroad, 
eliminates impact to the Bioventing system that is located on the railroad property, and 
significantly reduces the acquisition in the rail maintenance yard facility along Jefferson 
Street. The shift in the alignment minimally encroaches over the waters of the East 
Branch Canal but no work is proposed in the water body or navigational limits. 
 
Modifications in the taking areas of partial take acquisitions based on the revised 
alignment is shown in Appendix F. 
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• Affected Environment & Potential Project Impacts Matrix for Project 
Modification  

 

Area of Impact Possible Impacts 

Land Acquisition & Displacement Yes 
Land Use & Zoning No* 
Traffic & Parking No* 
Noise & Vibration No* 
Air Quality  No* 
Water Quality   
 Surface Water Yes 
 Storm Water No* 
 Hydrologic Conditions & Dewatering No* 
 Wetlands No* 
Soils & Geology No* 
Contaminated Materials No* 
Flooding  No* 
Navigable Waters Coastal Zones Yes 
Endangered Species & Ecologically Sensitive 
Areas 

No* 

Energy Requirements No* 
Historic Resources & Parklands No* 
Aesthetics No* 
Community Disruption No* 
Safety & Security Yes 
Secondary Development No* 
Environmental Justice  No* 
Construction  
 Noise No* 
 Utility Disruption No* 
 Disposal of Debris & Soils No* 
 Water Quality & Runoff No* 
 Access & Traffic Disruption No* 
 Air Quality & Dust control No* 
 Safety & Security No* 
 Business Disruption No* 
  

Consistent with Local, Regional, State Plans? Yes 

* No Revision Required Based on Revised Preferred Alternative 
 

• Analysis of Affects  
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From the impact matrix shown above, the minor modification to the preferred alternative 
has a minor effect to four (4) areas of the Final Environmental Assessment document 
dated January 2003.  Four impacted areas are Land Acquisition & Displacement, Surface 
Water, Navigable Waters Coastal Zones, and Safety & Security.  The impact analysis and 
mitigation measures of these areas are amended to reflect the alignment modification as 
follows: 
 

In Section 3.2 Land Acquisition & Displacement, Sub-Section 3.2.2 Impact 
Analysis, replace the first paragraph with the following text: 

 
The eastern and middle segments of the modified alignment SUT build alternative 
generally utilize existing street alignment.  The western portion of the SUT alignment 
running east west will traverse a number of existing residential and commercial 
properties located between Atlantic Street and Canal Street.  The modification to the SUT 
alignment significantly reduces the amount of railroad property to be acquired from 
approximately 30,000 square feet to about 5,400 square feet. 
 
The net change in property acquisition results in a reduction in property acquisition of 
22,668 square feet. This alignment revision further reduces the need to relocate 2 high-
tension towers, 4 catenary poles, and eliminates impact to the bioventing system. -  
 

In Section 3.7.2 Surface Water Sub-Section 3.7.2.2 Impact Analysis, replace the 
text with the following: 
 
The minor shift in the preferred alignment will not have any impacts on surface water. 
The alignment shift requires construction of a new sidewalk and parapet wall which will 
cantilever over the existing stone bulkhead by approximately 2 feet (see Appendix D).  No 
alteration of surface drainage patterns will occur.  
 

In Section 3.11 Navigable Waters and Coastal Zones, Sub-Section 3.11.2 
Impact Analysis replace the text with the following: 

 
As a result of the alignment modification, there will be no impacts to existing 
navigability due to the 2-foot overhang that extends over the water. 
  
There are no natural riparian lands adjacent to the East Branch, as it is contained by 
bulkheads throughout its length.  Adjacent land is comprised of impervious urban 
material. 
 
The SUT will not impact navigable waters and the coastal zone. A Certificate of 
Permission Application form has been requested from the Connecticut Department of 
Environmental Protection Office of Long Island Sound Programs. Coordination with the 
USACOE could result in a determination that a General Permit may not be required as 
the channel is not navigable at the bulkhead. A review by the City’s harbor management 
commission has determined that alignment modification does not impact the navigable 
water way.  
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In Section 3.18 Safety and Security,  Sub-Section 3.18.2 Impact Analysis 
replace the text with the following: 

 
The SUT will improve vehicle-operating safety by providing needed travel lane 
configurations and intersection traffic control.  The improved street alignment and 
operational improvements will also facilitate emergency vehicle access to neighborhoods 
south of I-95. 
 
The proposed pedestrian walkways and bikeway along the SUT in both directions of 
travel is presented in Figure 2.4-1. Based on the minor modifications to the preferred 
alternative, the pedestrian sidewalk along Jefferson Street section is 1.2m (4 foot) wide 
on the south side from Canal Street to Cherry Street in addition to a 1.5m (5 foot) wide 
bike lane along the travel lanes on both directions of travel.  The section of the facility 
west of Canal Street, is of two travel lanes with turn lanes at approaches to intersections 
of the SUT, with 1.5m (5 foot) wide pedestrian sidewalks and 1.5m (5 foot) wide bicycle 
lanes adjacent to curb lanes on each direction of travel. Appropriate or necessary street 
lighting will be provided along the entire section of the SUT.  The layout of the lighting 
along the SUT will aid in the safety of vehicular travel as well as the safety of pedestrians 
walking along the proposed facility.    
 
Sidewalks for pedestrians will be provided along the entire length of the SUT between 
Elm Street and the SITC.  The primary pedestrian routes will be bordered by residential 
fronts, public places or commercial uses, and landscaped.  Safe pedestrian crossings 
across roadways will be provided along the corridor, with appropriate pavement markings 
at intersections and pedestrian activated traffic signals.  There will be a minimum of 1.2m 
(4 feet) wide sidewalk on either side of the facility east of Canal Street, and as much as 
3.2m (10.5 feet) wide sidewalk on Atlantic Street adjacent to the SITC parking garage.   
 
A controlled and protected pedestrian crossing will lead pedestrians on the north 
sidewalk to the south sidewalk where the north sidewalk ends to accommodate the 
proposed realignment from Canal Street to Cherry Street. 
 
The SUT will incorporate a Class II Bicycle Lane on Jefferson Street from Canal Street 
to Elm Street.  The bicycle lanes will be identified by bicycle signs and roadway 
markings that indicate the beginning and the end route of the bikeway, as well as clear 
destination signs that direct riders to key activity centers, such as the SITC, and bike 
parking facilities.  Bicycle parking facilities will be incorporated along the SUT, with 
bike racks and/or bike lockers located at the SITC.  The distance from the SITC to the 
outer boundary to the SUT is approximately 1 mile.  This will make for easy biking from 
the Shippan and the Cove areas of Stamford to the SITC.  Metro-North Railroad has a 
year round bicycle permit program that allows passengers to board a train with a bike.  
The SUT will have a beneficial impact on safety and security in the Project area. 
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• §106 Determination  
 
There are no changes to §106 Determination. A SHPO letter dated 9/7/04 states 
that the project modification will have no effect upon historic, architectural or 
archaeological resources. (Refer to Appendix E: Correspondence received from 
State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) dated September 7, 2004).  
 

• §4(f) Evaluation  
 

There are no changes to §4(f) Evaluation 
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Appendix F
Property Address Owner's Name

1 343 Elm State of Connecticut 2,793.70 Sq.m. [ 30,071 Sq.ft. ] 504.20 Sq.m. [ 5,427 Sq.ft. ]        (2,289.50) Sq.m. [      (24,644) Sq.ft. ]

2 -- Canal First National Joint Venture 315.40 Sq.m. [ 3,395 Sq.ft. ] 382.90 Sq.m. [ 4,122 Sq.ft. ] 67.50 Sq.m. [ 727 Sq.ft. ]

3 25 Jefferson U-Haul Real Estate Co. 14.40 Sq.m. [ 155 Sq.ft. ] 34.10 Sq.m. [ 367 Sq.ft. ] 19.70 Sq.m. [ 212 Sq.ft. ]

4 45 & 69 Jefferson O&G Industries, Inc. 66.60 Sq.m. [ 716 Sq.ft. ] 121.80 Sq.m. [ 1,311 Sq.ft. ] 55.20 Sq.m. [ 595 Sq.ft. ]

5 21-43 Harborview Harborview Mall 466.70 Sq.m. [ 5,024 Sq.ft. ] 507.80 Sq.m. [ 5,466 Sq.ft. ] 41.10 Sq.m. [ 442 Sq.ft. ]

Total Net Change in Area of Acquisition (2,106.00) Sq.m. [   (22,668) Sq.ft. ]

Taking Areas                        
Per revised alignment plan

Taking Areas                          
Per existing alignment plan

Difference in Taking Areas
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