
At Home  
Safe Needle
 Disposal 

For More Information: 

 
Stamford Department of Health and 

Social Services  
888 Washington Boulevard 

Stamford, CT 06901 
203 977-4399 

www.cityofstamford.org 
 

Or  

Log on to the City of Stam-

ford website at:  

www.cityofstamford.org 

Or  

Visit  the EPA web site at: 

www.epa.gov/epaoswer/
other/medical/med-
home.pdf 

 

For times when the  Needle Ex-
change Van will be in a location 
near you, call the Stamford 
Health Department  at:  
977-4378  

 
Stamford Department of Health and 

Social Services  
888 Washington Boulevard 

Stamford, CT 06901 
203 977-4399 

www.cityofstamford.org 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DO 

 Use one of the recommended 
 disposal methods such as: 

• Place all needles and syringes in  
puncture proof plastic containers 
with screw-on lids (rigid detergent 
bottles and similar type containers 
are good).   

• Put used needles or syringes, point 
first, into the container, then close 
the container securely.  Be sure to 
keep the top on the container.  
Don’t open it unless you are dis-
carding needles.  

• Store the container out of the reach 
of children.  

•  Make a label that says: “DO NOT 
RECYCLE: HOUSEHOLD SHARPS.” 
Tape the label to the container and 
dispose of the container in the 
household trash.   

•                       OR 

• Bring the container to the Health 
Department’s Needle Exchange Van 
for disposal. 

Every year, 8 million people across the 

country use more than 3 billion nee-

dles, syringes, and lancets - also 

called sharps - to manage medical 

conditions. People use sharps at home 

to treat allergies, cancer, hepatitis, 

infertility, diabetes, HIV/AIDS, and 

many other conditions.    

 

WHAT ARE THE DANGERS OF SHARPS? 

Some sharp users throw their used  

needles in the trash or flush them 

down the toilet.  When left loose 

among other waste used sharps can 

hurt sanitation workers during collec-

tion.  Children, adults, and even pets 

are also at risk of  needle-stick inju-

ries when sharps  are disposed of im-

properly, particularly when they end 

up in places like  playgrounds, parks 

and parking lots. 

At Home Safe Needle 
Disposal 

DON’T  

• Don’t throw loose needles in the 
 garbage 

• Don’t flush used needles down    
 the toilet 

• Don’t put needles in recycling 
 containers 

 
Information courtesy of: 

Stamford Department of Health 
and Social Services  

888 Washington Boulevard 
Stamford, CT 06901 

203 977-4399 


